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- Eccl. 2. 13- Wifdom excelleth Folly, as far as Ligh? excellech 
darknefs. 
Dan. rr. 32. But the People that do know their God fhall be 
{trong and do Exploits, 
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: Ours, or if handling weapons of War we 


* Eccl. 9. 1 8. Wifdom is better than Weapons of War. 


divine fenfe of it, that hath introduced 
Arms, or weapons of War into the 
world, for. there are no wars where 
83 wifdom fhines and reigns in perfection ; 
‘ and there had been no Wars in thefe 
lower Regions, where all things were created in beau- 
tiful Order and Harmony, had not Man unhappily re- 
Volted from his Allegiance to his Maker, and loft the 
knowledge of Him who is the fountain and Centre of all 
Righteoufhefs, peace and _bleffednefs; —yet not- 
withftanding, in the prefent ftate of things, and the 
Condition to which Man is now fubjeéted, Arms are 
very needful and very confiftent with Wifdom in the 
ftricteft Senfe, and they are mutually fubfervient, 

If Men muft be divelted of Wifdom, which is their 
greateft Excellency, in order to their becoming. warti- 


vere inconfiltent 
il become the 
Curisr to fay. 
dom thould be jufifed , 
When 


a HO? it is the want of Wifdom, in the 


with wifdom, they would “furely 
Chriftian, and.as ill, the Miniflers of 
any--thing in their behalf; for 177; 
OF ql ber Children, 
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When the wife Man (as in the Text) compares Wi 
dom with weapons of War, and gives the former the 
preference, it is not with defign to difparage them, (for 
he honours them in the very comparifon) but his defign 
is to commend Wifdom; and it would be but. a flender 
Commendation, if the thing to which it is compared 
were not good, or of but little worth and fignificancy, 

This Aphorifm of Solomon is grounded on. his obfer- 
vation=and-Experience, from the.notable Inftance he 
mentions, v. 13,—15. This wifdom have I feen under 
the Sun, and it. feen?d great unto me: There was a little 
City, and few Men in it; and there came a great King 


| againft it and befieged it, and built great Bulwarks againft 


it; now there was found init a poor wife Man, and be 
by bis ‘wifiom delivered the City. This -has been 
thought by fome, a Parable, but it feems more proba- 
ble to have been a Cafe in fact, in fome Nei 


‘by a numerous Army of a potent King, (like the 
Woman of bel, 2 Sam. 20. 16.) . 
*< their Ingratitude,:that the poor Mani 
“notice taken, nor recompence made him, nor honour 
“put upon him *. But yet the Wi/dom was ufefal and 
excellent : It muft and ever will be fo, which makes a 
‘Man a blefling to his City, his Country Wifdom is 
Detter than firength. 


lt is better than weapons of War, whether offenfive 
or defenfive, for without wifdom there can be no right 
ufe of them, nor will any Succefs be likely to attend 
‘them, _ Even in the midft of Arms,’ the moft notable 


hbouring: - 
Country, of a. poor Man who: by’ fome wi Counted 


" avas the happy means of faving .a City when 'befieged 


4 


For. that may be effeéted by | 
. Wifdom, which cannot be accomplifh’d by Strength.—— 


% But fuch was i 
S forgotten, no 


atchievements and. victories have been obtained by wife i 
for 4 


faatagems, 


— The 


“* Mr, Henry, . 


ieee 
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=—— The words area diftinét Propofition, and need 
fot to be caft into any other form of Doétrine, or if 
you will pleafe to have them rather, thus, 


Dott. That tho’ weapons of War are good and ufeful 
unto Men, yet Wifdom is more ufeful and excellent. wr 
In the handling of them, I propofe to confider, 
J. That qweapons of War are good and ferviceable unto 
Men, in the prefent State of things. 
_ Il, —— The preference or fuperiour excellency of 


; Wifdom. 


I. To Confider, fomething of the ufefulnefs and benefit 
of weapons of War. And by them I underftand any 
regular Military Force, Arms, Forts, Caftles or other 
warlike preparations, 

When I affert the ufefulnefg and benefit of weapons 
of War, the /awfulnefs of them is implied ; and this: 
may alfo be very juitly afferted : Notwithftanding it 
has been (I am _ well aware) difputed and. denied by 
Socinus and his Followers, and is, at this Day, by fome 


' Enthufiafts, who have dranlk in this, with’ a confufed 


medley of other Errors; thro’ a mifunderftandirig: or 
perverfion of fome paffages of Scripture. 

None indeed can deny but that Wars and Fightings 
came from the Lufts of Men. (Jam. 4. 1.) And that 
if Adam had retained the Reétitude of his primitive 
State, in which he had the beautiful Image of God his 
Maker inftamp’d upon him, in Knowledge, Righteoufnefs 
and Holinefi, with an eftablifh’d Rule and Dominion, 
given him by his munificent Creator, over ai] Créntufes 
in this lower world; there would have been no occa 
fion for Armies and Battles. As the Creatures would 
have continued in their fubje 


t ction to their Lord, fo 
Mankind being juft and holy, mutt needs have con 


tinued in perfect amity ; there would have been no Jars 
nor difcords in the aatwral or moval world, But alas! 


How 


| 
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How fcon.do we read of the unhappy fruit of that fatal 
Revolt? Brother againft Brother! proud and difcon-. 
tented Cain thedding the blood of righteous Abel! And, 
how has this world been ever fince, almoft a Theatre 
of tragical Scenes, of Wars, Defolations and Deftruttions, 
thro’ the wickednefs of them that dwell therein? -And: 
we have little reafon to expeét but that it will generally 
be fo, *till the: glorious days. (which the:Lord. haften !) 
when. the. Prince .of peace, whofe. Sceptre is a Sceptre of 
Righteoufnefs, thall take unto Himfelf his. great Power: 
and Reign, and tread down. his. Exemies, awho will not 
that He fhould reign over them, and make the glorious. 
Principles of His holy Religion’ fo -known and receiv’d, 
that the Kings and Judges of the Earth, thall kis tbe. 


Son, and yield fubjeCtion unto. Him ; and they Joall beat- 


their Swords into plough-foares, and their Spears inte 
pruning-hooks, nation fall not lift up Sword againft nation, 
neither fball they: learn war any. more. According to 
that Prophecy, Ifa..2. 4. t 
comes on, and the Principles and.’Rules of the Gofpet 
are not yet fo entertained, but that a’ Chriftian State is 


expos’d to the Incurfions and Ravages of proud, am-- ° 


bitious or covetous Men ; it is needful, that'they fhou’d. 


take’ care for their own Security and Defence. God can: 


indeed,’ miake thofe who are difpofed to be their Ene. 
anies, to be at.peace with them. ‘And it is the higheft 
intereft of any People to labour to be in good terms with 
the great Ruler and’ Governour of the world; and’ to 
pul their truft in Him, as their defence. Yet fince, accord- 
ing to the ordinary Courfe of Providence, his own Peo- 
ple have feldom enjoyed lafting peace, but have been 
expos’d. to Invafions and Incroachments of unreafonable 
Men, therefore it is needful and prudent for them to be 
upon their Guard and Defence, and be able to repel 
force by force. Otherwife their Civil and Sacred Liber- 
ties, their Lives and Properties, and all that is dear 
unto them, may be in.the utmoft hazard, So that by 

‘ ie 


~ But until this happy time: 


=, 


atti 


fib 


res 
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the principles, which the God who hath made us, hath 
Pisce in us, it is plain that Chriftians need Armour 
‘of Defence againft their Enemies, that’ they may not 


“be made a Prey unto Devourers. 


‘Self-prefervation isa fundamental Law of humane - 


’ Nature, and Chriftianity does not overthrow any fuch 


s but eftablifh them.- This is intimated to 
a that of our’ Lord to his Ditciples, Luk. 22. 
35, 36.—He faid unto them, when L ent we without 
purfe-and ferip and fhoes, lacked ye any thing? and they 
‘aid nothing. Then foid He unto them, But now he ihat 
hath a purfe let him take it,— and he that bath no Sword 
let him fell bis Garment and buy one: Signifying, ** that 
« the Inftruétion which He gave them for the Execu- 
“tion of their firft Commiffion, was but temporal, and 
*¢ for that time only obfervable, now the time requireth 
«that you be armed to Encounter many Difficul~ 
* ties””*. Now the pofture of your affairs will be much 
“altered, you muft expect Enemies and Oppofitions ; 
s* and the Tragedy «will begin with me—. ou’ ftand 
¢ concerned to make as good preparation a8 you canin | 
«¢ thefe things, "+. “If our Lord does not deficn 
to teach Minifters to take Arms for their Defence, vor 
in the leaft intend, that the Gofpel fhould be propagared 
by the Swords yet he intimates to them and to all fic. 
ceeding Chriftians, that they muft not expect or depend 
on Miracles for their Supply or Defence,—but that the 
Sword may become as neceflary as our Cloathing:~ or 
js this at all inconfiftent with that Repremand of ont 
Saviour unto Peter, Mat. 26. 52. Then faid Fefiys ming 
Pim, pub up thy Sword now into its place; for qj they 
that take she Sword Jball perifb with ibe Sword. ee 
this is to be underftood, ‘of private Perfons tal 
the Sword againft the lawful Magi/trate, or 
who have not a Jazofz] Call or Woartant, 


For 


eee 


—— 


} Pook in bk. 
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Chriftians are to learn the fame. Leffon, _-Men mutt 
have the Sword orderly put into their hands, before they 
may ufe it, It was not the Defign of our Saviour to 
fet up a Temporal Kingdom, or civil Dominion, as he 
faith, in another place, My Kingdom is not of this world, 
elfe would my Servants fight, (Joh. 18. 36.) or they 
might reafonably do it, 

The lawfulnefs of weapons of War, and the benefit of 
well'appointed Arms, difciplined and. fkilful Soldiers, 
has been well fhew’d frorn this Defk, Let: it fuffice 
therefore, now to fuge¢it, ; : 

That the Lorp himfelf hath.this Title given ‘Him 
as his great Honour: particularly in that Song of Tri- 
umph after the miraculous Deftruétion of his People’s 
Enemies, Exod. 15. Febovah isa Man of War—. And 
how often is he call’d, The Lord of Hofts 2— The Lord 
Srrong and mighty :— the Lord mighty in Battle '‘\— Thig 
at leaft, intimates that a warlike Genius, dextrous Skill 
and undaunted Courage, are honourable qualifications 
among Men, : ; 

The devout P/almift, who was alfo the valiant Leader 
of Ijrael, and by whofe martial and brave Genius and 
Conduét, God fubdued the Nations, the Enemies of his 
People, pays his acknowledgments to God, as the Giver 
of All his Dexterity and Skill, in handling his weapong 
of War, (Pfal. 44. 1.) Bleffedbe the Lord my firength, 
who teacheth my hands to war and my Singers to fight.— 
It is alfo recorded as part of his honorary Character, 
(2 Sam. x, 18.) That be bade them teach the Children 
of Irael the ufe of the Bow. r 

And long before, in the Story of Abraham, we find 
that he had more than Three Hundred Servants, Zrain’d 
Soldiers of bis Houfe, expert and ready for the bufinefs, 
at an Hour’s warning, (Ger, 14. 14.) And what’ re- 


markable Service did they, under-his Skill .and-Con- 


duct? : 
‘ af 


Martial Wifdom Recommended. a 


If we confider the whole Hiftory of the People of God 
in former Ages, we may obferve it has been the Care 
of the wifeft and beft of Rulers, to cultivate and cherifh 
the drt of War, tronva juftand generous regard to the 
Safety and Projperity of.their Country. 

Our holy Religion does not at all encourage People, 
in an idle and flothful dependence upon God, without 
the ufe of proper means. It would be finful prefump- 
tion for Men to expect the miraculous Interpofition of 
Divine Providence, to defend them from Death and 
Ruin, while they negle& proper endeavours for their 
own Safety ;— for Soldiers to Jay down their Arms 
and expect ‘that the Stars in their Courses fhould fight 
‘ againft their. Enemies. Even when Mofes himfelf 
was in the Hill praying, Fofbua and the armed Men 
mutt be fighting, as they expected their Enemies fhould 
be fubdued. —— How is Fo/foua that Pious and valiant 
Leader of Ifrael celebrated for his martial Skill, Cou- 

rage and Conduct? And have we not on Sacred Rey ° 
cord, handed down unto us, the high Encomiuins of 
fuch who have been remarkable for their Courage and 
Martial Atchievements, as of Gjdzon and Barack,’ 
Sampfon, Fepthah and- David, and many others,” 
who through Faith fubdued Kingdoms, waxed valiant 
in Fight, turned to flight the Armies of the Aliens ? (Heb 
II. 32,—34.) Why are their Names -thus mentioned 
with honour, and confecrated to the lateft Pofterity. 
but to teach us not only the lawfulnefs of Way ac 
prefent State of things, but that it is alf high oN 
mendable, and that fuch deferye Honour and Eft ‘s 
among their Brethren, who endeavour to be well “tha 
and accomplith’d for fuch Service of their Kine. 
Country ? se * Ming and 
The more War is to be deprecated. - ; j 
Warriours ate to be defired?, Precated, “the More good. 
How much does the Honour, Stren 
Government and Civil Rulers, q 
; Ba 


gth and Safety of 
epend upon Military 
W ite 
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Weapens and Force ? Flow would turbulent and faétious 
Men be fupprefs’d, Thieves and Riotous Perfons, and 
Difturbets of the publick Peace, if there were not fuch 
means of awe and reftraint ? 


II. I now pafg t6 Confider, The prefereiice or Supe- 
riolr Excellency of Wifdam. Wifdom is better thai 
Weapons of War.—- Were it cannot be expected, that 
¥ fhould enter into the Confideration of Wijom, in the 
large and various Signification of the Word, in the 
Sacred Oracles nor‘is it to be fuppos’d that the wife 
Moan here intends it, in all that Latitude. Nor thall I 
ftay to name the feveral acceptations of it. But thall 
confider in in thefe two re/pefts, : 
t. Asit refers to weapons of War, and the right yf 

6f them. \ Ahk Gh 

- 2. As it relates to the Chriftian, or fpiritua 
divine Wifdgm. i F kieud 

1, To confider it, as it relates to the ufe and im- 

provement of weapons of War ,—or’ martial WVifdom 
For as there is the Wifdom of the Tandicrafts-Man a 
working in Geld and Silver, in Brafi, Weaving and Ems 
broidery, Cutting and Setisig of precious Stones, Carving 
“of Timber, &c. which God gave to’ Bezaleel and Aho. 
hab*, and the Apoftle compares himfelf to a qig 
Mafter-builder +, and of the Hufbandmaz it is faid, || his 


God inftrufteth him to Diferetion ; fo there is Wifdom ih © 


the Art of War, As there is Sagacity and da 
artifice in the forming of weapons of War, and feveral 
are the Inventions of latter Ages, and Men are arriving 


[a 


at greater Perfetion and Improvéiments; fo there 1s © 


Wifdom ‘in the ordering of thef2, and in all Military 
Preparations and Exercifes, that they may anfwer the 


18 


: . 2 aD tg een 
% Esod. 34. pun6. Chap, 25. 34035 {Core gs toy 
ia, 28 26, ae A: 


geod Intentions of them, And in waging War, there : 
4 
d 


@P 


~ 
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js (as one obferves). the greateft_ Improvement of Hus 
mane Wifdom, Application and Induftry, ‘ ; 

‘Whether. this be the #%/dom intended by_ Solomon in 
the Sentence before us, I will not difpute s for whether 


vas by any fubtle Stratagem of War, now feafonab| 
A ielooe ie Treaty. with ‘ie powerful King, tan 
occafion’d his Raifing the Siege; or whether it was by 
his Piety, Faith and Prayers,—we are left at uncer- 
tainty. . But that this poor wife Deliverer of the City, 
was a good Man, and in this Senfe wife, feems intima« 
ted by the. Jaf claufe in the Verfe,. where he ftands op- 
pos'd to a Sinner, But one Sinner, deftroyeth much 
ood.—— ‘Therefore I may without any juft exception, 
I think, take in the Confideration of thefe zwo Senfes of 
the Word, 

And as to this firft, tho’ a Leéure upon it might 
feem more. natural from a Field-Officer, or Military 
Man, accomplifh’d to lay down the Rules of Prudence 
for himfelf and Fellow-Officers and Soldiers, and altho? 
this may be termed Humane Prudence,—yet it is not fo 
aliene to the Sacred Oracles, as that a Minifter of Chrift 
fhould be wholly a Stranger to it; feeing that the Cap- 
tain of our Salvation, who has travelled in the ‘greatness 
of his Strength, through a Field of Blood, who is now 
at the Head_of his. Church Militant, has been pleafed 
to leave in his Word fuch Inftruéiions as are adapted 
to give Prudence and Wifdoem to Men in ai] Capacities 
and Conditions, not only to.-Men in the Sacred Order. 
but alfo Civiland Military, from the King on the Throne 
to. the lowe/t Officer and Centinel , and it being the Dut 
of his Ambaffadors, as they are call’d, to make applicatat 
of particular, Rules to Men in their feveral Capacities 
and to oe ii ed every one their portion, in 

cafons———_ +.heretore I hope. the following }; i 
ke na wine oy this Occafion, eng as 

1. Martial Wifdom will teach Men to fix upon 7igh? 
End; in thelr Mektary Exercifes and Eweeniel sol- 

: : ; die: 


TS 
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diers muft a&t ds’ becomes reafonable Beings, who are 
capable “to a&t for fome End, and fhould have that 
in their Eye as the meafure of their Actions”. And as 
of all other things, fo of this, the fupream End mutt be 
the Honour of Ged, and next to this, the Safety of the 
Commonwealth. The Good of warlike ‘Weapons, is to 
be confidered as relative to this, thata People may enjoy 
Peaceand Safety.- This is the End to be aimed at in 
all Martial Preparations. And’ when War is auall : 
engaged in, or before it is undertaken, we find thar 
God would have Peace firft offered:—Deut. 20. 10, 
Ttsis bloody: and barbarous Cruelty to’ aim’ at, and’ 


delight in butchering our Fellow-Men, The: great De-. 


fign and Exercife of moral Prudénce'as it relates to 
Society, is that they may enjoy Peace and Safety, and’ 
fo, as by the moft zatural Nurfes Plenty, Civility and 
good Order, Arts and Religion may grow and flow. 
rifh. , ' 

It is beneath the Charaéter of Men of Martial Wig. 


dom to aim at meer Bravery and Show, or Pomp and ° 


Appearance, or to make only a Diverfion of their Ex. 
ercifes,— but that they may be qualified to ftand'in a 
Day of Battle and War, and to fpeak with the Enemy 
in the Gate, Therefore, 

2. They muft make it their Endeavour to be well 
Sfurnifed with Military Science and Skill. Thefe are the 
firft and neceffary Lefons of Martial Wifdom, that 
they underftand the Military Words of Command, their 
Various Facings and Motions, that they commit no 
Errors or Blunders, and that they well and throughly 
underftand the Exercife of their Arms, and are expert 


and ready in every Pofture, at the Word of the Com; 
mander. t Gs = 


As this Order and teady Dexterity and Skill in an 


Army or particular Company, is a beautiful thing, fo 
it will give a vaft advantage to thofe who attain and 
obferve it, ver thofe who are but depifis in thefe 

, ' Things, 


a Seer 
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Things. It is the Encomium of the Soldiers of Zebulun, 
x Chron. 12. 33. That they were expert in War, with 
all Inftruments of War, who could keep Rank.—— Skill 
in the Military Art is neceflary in order to anfwer the 
main End propounded relating to a People, and with= 
out endeavouring after this, a Soldier doth. not aé as x 
Caufe by Counfel, or becoming the powers of Reafon. 
And how unfafe will they be, and all others who de- 
pend upon them, who when they come to ufe their 
Armour againft the Enemy, they have not prov'd it, 
and fcarce know their right Hand from their left, 
Martial Skill has not a little contributed to the Grandeur 
and Wealth of Nations. “Numerous Armies have been 
put to the rout by a few qwell-difciplin’d Troops. Here= 
by Alexander puth’d on his Conquefts to fuch pro- 
digious Succefs: and hereby the Romans gain’d fuch 


univerfal Empire. 


3. Another part of Martial Wifdom lies in the Choice 
of the fittef, weapons or warlike preparations, for the 
feveral Ends or Purpofes in view. “It is well underftood 
that different warlike Preparations are requir’d to en- 
gage an Enemy at.Sea, from thofe by Land; and that 
fuch Batteries or Bulwarks as may be:a Defence againft 
Small Arms, will not be fo againft Cannon. And that 
fuch, may be prepar’d and accomplifh?d Men, ° to ‘en- 
gage with an Enemy in an open and well-formed Camp, 
who are not fit to follow an Enemy in the Thickets ang 
Lurking places of a howling Wildernefs, — We read 
fometimes of chofen Men of Tirael. Every one is not 
fit to be a Soldier, Men fhould be fele&eq and chofen 
according to the feveral Services to which they are de- 
fign’d ; And their Martial Weapons, Provifions and 
Preparations fhould be accordingly, Tp this, Zon 
is profitable_to direét, It was the great Strenoth and 
Prudence of the Ruebenites and Gadites that they were, 
furnifh’d with all manner of Inftruments of War for the 
Battle, (4 Chron, 12, 37.) . 


> Soldiers 


iz Martial Wifdom Recommended. 


« Soldiers in general, fhould be able to endure bard- 
nef. (2 Tim, 2.-3.) But fome are much more capable 
to endure Hunger and Thirft, and Travel and Cold, 
and lying-in the Deferts than others. As a Scythian 
Commander faid to Philip of Macedon, ‘* You com- 
& mand Macedonians. that can fight with Men, .but I 
$ command Scythians who can fight: with Hunger and 
® Thirt”, There are but few like the Soldiers of 


BY Guftavus Adolphus, the brave King of Sweden, of whom 


the ingenious Fuller faith, - They had-moft life in the dead 
of Winter.—— Some fuch we have had, and may. need 
more, : bk $2 

§ Tt was certainly Prudence-in -Reboboam, however he 
faild in his Policy, in hearkening to his young Coun» 
fellors, that afterwards he made him fenced Cities,- and 
put therein Provifions, -Officers and warlike Stores,—ag 


2 Chron. 11. 5,—12. See alfo what is recorded, a3 


an inftance of the Wifdom of pious King, Hexek 
a threatning Invafion, 2 Chron. 32. 2,—6. 


. 4. —In placing the greate? Truft in-Men of the bef 


tab, on 
«SER 
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“of God; fo it was not a little owing (under God) to his 
Prudence in feeking out and beftowing Places of Com- 
miand on Men of great Spirits and Martial Prowef, 
that he had fuch Victories and Succeffes; that the Na~ 
‘tions found about were brought into ‘a State of Subjeftion 
or Tribute or Alliance , that in the Days of his Sonand 
Smmediate Succeffor, there. was 0 Adverfary nor evil 
occurrent. : . ree, 

5. —In objerving the beft Seafons for any Enterprizes 
or Treaties. ~ This requires a good degree of natural 

Sagacity, together with Prudence gain’d by Obferva- 
tion and Experience; to avoid Rajbnefs and Precipi- 
tancy on the one‘hand, and Dilatorine/s and Sluggith. 

nefs on the other. Succefs has often depended on the 

actual timing of Engagements or Treaties; or vigilant 

Improvement of the Tempers, Diffofitions and Man- 

ners of Enemies. Through neglect or want of Po- 

licy or Counfel Great advantage may be given to the 

Enemy, and the benefit of former Victories may be 


loft: ‘as Hannibal, Attilius-Regulus, and other ftout 
* Warrlours have done’. Hence it has been a trite 
Saying, In bello nibil oft mininum negligendum. We 
iuft beware of the leaft Error in War. (In bello non- 
| licit bis peceare.) It is {aid of the Romans, that the 
conquered more by their Wi/dom, than by their Ey 
Com jaeuae 
. 6, —In the good Government of Co: 4 

frifl fubjettion of Soldiers unto ee Snr a 
ceffary that Officers and Soldiers be Loyal to mit pe 
King, Saul ftrensthned himfelf in-his War againft the true and faithful to their Country, Ie is 4 aCe 
Philiftines, as it is {aid of him, (1 Sam. 14. 52.) That — Chriftians in’ common, to fubmit to th an Duty of 
wh : a fa any firong or valiant Mari, be took ‘bim 10 prea, and unto Governours as lhofe Bat he I s 
bimfelf. - a : gan | him. (1 Pet. 2. 13, 14.) and itj ae race 

! Te was David's Wifdom to confer the chief Com- of Nea under a Mii Cosh Pectliany expected 
mand on Yoab, who was a Man of fuch fingular Courage their feveral Polts; Commifions and Ord hed 
and Valour. _And as it. was’ his gréat-Flonour to up- Order is the Beauty of the Univerfe “ we hard 
_ hold and greatly to promote and encotirage the orjhip “Glory of all Societies. And this in ab angen ey 
am 0 Cc Military: 


Prudence, Diferetion and Courage. This relers efpe. 
cially to the Care of Superiour Rulers, whofe bufinelg it 
is to put their Sons into places of Iruft and Com. 
mand.— But then as to the Perfons themfelves be- 
trufted in any Military Poff, they will furely think ic 
their Wifdom and Honour, to underftand well- and 
obferve the-Duties of their Station, and every one do 
their own Bufinefi. One wife Commander may be 
better than many fighting Men. a 


y 
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Military Company, confifts, ix every one’s obferving the 


Duties of their refpettive places. : 
“It highly concerns Officers to confider this, that Sol- 
diers in their State of Difcipline may -be trained up and 
prepared for Service, by a ready Obedience, that they 
may not upon Emergencies and “Dangers run ‘out of 
their Live, Mutiny.and Defert, to. the Shame of thofe 
“that lead them, and Ruin of the “People that truft in 
them. This, i apprehend: to: be -one -great end of 
the Training Days, that Soldiers may be taught goog 
Order and ready Obedience to their Commanders and 
in their feveral Places; and this is exceeding fervicea. 
ble: and neceflary. It muft needs be lookt upon as the 
Wifdom of a State to enact good Laws for the uphold. 
ing of Martial Government and Order, and fevere 
Penalties in cafe of Difcbedience, or according as the 
Crimes may deferve:-—— Yet it is greatly to be de. 
fired and is the moft certain expedient that Officers by 
their Wifdom, Courage, Integrity, Clemency and hin. 
ing Examples do gain and command their Hearts.. » T 
is the Character ofa good Officer, ‘that he loves and ig 
beloved by his Soldiers’ ;— and of a good Soldier, thae 
it is his Care to pleale him who has chofen him to be g 
Soldier. (2 Tim. 2. 4.) It is the great Commendation 
both of the Ceaturion and of his Soldiers, (Mat. 8. 9.) 
Lalfoama Man under Authority, and I fay unto one 
&, and he goeth, and to another come, and be cometh; and 
i0 my Servant do this, and he, doeth it. f : 
How lovely and beautiful is Order in all Societies ? 
The lovers of it, are pleas’d to fee it in the Artillery 
Ewercifes. And mot {triétly it fhould be obferv’d in 
real Engagements. Every one muft keep Rank, do 
the Duty and keep the Place affign’d him. . Perfonal 
Danger will not excufe the breach of Order, other 
wife their Weapons may be ‘pointed to one another’s 
: Deftruction, i 


yt 


the Soldier to watch againft thefe, as alfo 
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St isafad Omen toa Country, to the Military and 
Civil Concerns of it, when an wigovernable mutinous 
Spirit prevails. Such a Spirit inan Aymy threatens thé 
gitmoft Confufion and Ruin; and itis not much lef dan- 
gerous in the Syate. 4 


7. Martial, Wifdom confifts not a little, avoidiy, 
fuch things as will difqualify and unfit Men for the Buje. 
nefs to which they are defigned. WWhatfoever tends to 
unfit a Commander or Soldier for real Service, -and {6 
to fruftrate the good end which they fhould aim at, 
Prudence obliges them to avoid. As, : 
_ Idlenefs and. Sloth, Careleftnefs and Inaétivity, A 
Military Life requires Spirit and A@ion. The dull 
unactive Perfon: is very unlikely to be prepar’d for 
Service; and fuch as ‘have a Spirit of Indifferency and 
care for none of -thefe things. Sloth benumbs the powers 
of the Soul, which fhould be roufed and engaged : fuch 
will be averfe to undertake any Martial Enter prizes, 
and efpecially to undergo Fatigues and Hardfbips. 

So Luxury and Intemperance, are Vices very ditho- 
nourable in their Nature, and very difqualifying ¢ 
them.—— Thefe weaken and enfeeble the Body and de. 
prave the Mind, and indifpofe a Perfon for any noble. 
brave and heroick Aétions, Avarice and inordinate 
worldly Cares and felfifh Vices are not only contrar 3 
the Chriftian Infticution, but. to that Martig] Wilton 
which is the Glory of a Soldier. No Man that 4 
entangleth himfelf with the affairs of this Life, 
As 4), For hereby the ae aoe nar} 
trated, contrary to that publick Spirit 
Love to his Fellow- Creatures, whieh tee eae 
Breaft, and engage him to expofe himf Wie 


: 2 elf for the De 
fence of his Country, Wifdom teaches atiseniee 


Security, Fraud 
nd all other’ Vices 
oe which 


warreth, 
(2 Tim, 
Tow and con, 


and Falfhood, Violence and Lijuftice,pa 
q Ce 
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which Man’s own Reafon, Obfervation and Experience: 
have taught them are prejudicial to their own Good, 
and the laydable Defign ‘of their Inflitution... And. alfo 
to watch againft all fuch Temptations as are common to 
Men, or peculiar to their Employment or Profeffion 5 


- whereby their Conftancy, cape and Fidelity are . 
en the Hoft goeth - 


thréaten’d and “endanger’d.—— 
forth againft thine Enemies, then keep thee from every 
wicked thing. Deut. 23. 9- . ; 

8, —That they actually engage in War, only ina juft 
Caufe. Not to gratify Pride, Avarice and Ambition, 


to increafe and enlarge. our Poffeffions by the Ruins of ~ 


#hofe who might ‘dwell /ecurely by us. But for the 
vindication of our own juft Rights and Properties, when 
incroach’d upon and invaded or threatned by ‘the un- 
seafonable and injurious, and this after Terms of Peace 
and Accommodation are rejected, by them. Tho? 
every good Soldier is not fit to be a Ca/uit, and Caufes 
‘of War may be fometimes fo complicated and perplexed 
as that they may not have ability to dive thereinto » 
yet it feems reafonable, that as it is expected, 
Should play the Men for the Cities of their God, the 

fhould be fome way convinced and ‘fatisfied’ of ed 
juftice of the Caufe; that they are fo injurd or threat. 
ned by Men as that they may appeal to God, as the 
Avenger of wrong, the Righteous Fudge of the World. 
What a noble Confidence will this produce, when they 
can refer to him as the great Arbiter of all Difputes? as 
Pfal. 17. 1,2. Hear the right, O. Lord, let. my Sentence 
come forth from thy prefence. And like that ‘bold and 
prudent Geaeral, J udg. 11.27. Fhave not finned againft 
thee; but thou doeft me wrong to war againft me: The 


they 


Lord, the Fudge, be judge this Day, between the Ghildren 


of Yrael and the Children of Ammon, 

: Martial Wifdom hath Courage, Refolution and 

Fortitude accompanying it: and. this, the before- 

mentioned apprebenjion of the Fuftice of the Caufe, at 
“Title 


_ Service. 


7 rift Aumity, Union and Harmony among ft th 
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t jbutes unto :. This.tends much to invigorate 
eee and Spirits: Herein’ lies the: Foundation of 
- their acting from a generous and publick Spirit. The 
more freeand. deliberate Men .are, the more likely they 
are. to act with Steadinefs and Refolution when call'd to 
“ Temerity and Cowardice is a mean Spirit, un> 
‘worthy of a Soldier.——' We find it_ as a Direétion of 
Divine Wifdom to Mofes, the Leader of Ifrael, and which . 
was to be a ftanding Rule to the ‘People, Deut. 20. 
‘g,—9. That fuch as were feeble and faint-hearted were 
to be difmifed. saat 6-4 ; 
:¢ & Soldier fhould chufe an honourable Death, rather 
than fave his Life by a cowardly Flight’. Fear, Daf- 
‘tardlinefs, and defpondency: of Mind under apprehended. 
‘Difficulties and Dangers, are great failings and difqua~ 
Iifications ina Soldier. Thefe will make them defert 
si ‘ good Caufe, and_ their Fellow-Soldiers, when there 
5, moft need of their Affiftance. ‘ 
Tho’ Men fhould not expofe themfelves to needlefs 
“Dangers 5 this is not a wife Bravery ; nor throw away 
‘Life where the Cafe is plainly. defperate : But Magnani- 
mity and Fortitude is. an excellent Qualification of the 
“Men of Arms, as fitting them for great Attempts, and 
‘preparing the Mind to bear up againft Hardfhips and 
“Difficulties, and to hazard their Lives in the Caufe of 
God and his People. What a brave and animating 
“Expreffion. was that, and how ‘becoming a General of 
Yael? (2 Sam. 10. .12.) Be of good Courage, and let 
usp lay tbe Men. for our People, and for the Cities of our 
Gods “ana the Lord do what. feemeth him good ! 
ro. Lajftly, Martial Wifdom requires, that. while 


“preparing for War, or when engaged in it, they be it 


ei 
Obey them that have the Rule over ‘you eae 


ciple and. Law of Reafon and of Chriftianity. As there 
_-fhould be a due regard to Authority in the ready Obe- 
dience, Refpe& and Duty.of Soldiers to their Officers, fo 
Ay there 
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there fhould be a Brotherly ‘Union and Harmony among 
themfelves, in all Ranks and Degrees of their Officers 
or Others, as. Petfons joined in the Same Caufe, purfaing 
the fame common Good. Mutinies or Difcords in an 
Army, in the fame Company, or between one Company 
or Regiment and. another, are certainly very hazaidous 
to the Safety and Good: of the whole. The leaft ap* 
Pearances that way are therefore generally animadver- 
ted on, by wife-and obferving Commanders, as q thing, 
of dangerous Confequence. » It is in-like Manner fo, for 
any to hold a Lreacherous Correfpondence with Enemies, 
Thus, one Sinner may adeftroy much good. — Thig tha: 
prove like a‘ Leak in a Ships or like 4 Spark in 4 
Barrel of Gunpowder, faddenly blowing up all before 
Ay Houfe or Kingdom divided agai, it felf cami ay 
This is our Savidur’s wife ‘Aiplinde ee ee and. 
and we find, that the Pfalmift 7 


when he dd ise 
Déftruétion of his Enemies, d Pipe 


lefires their Difenzs 

the ready means of -it; Pfal, 55. 9. Defoy 0 taps 
divide their Tongues. Ferufalem when befieoed by the 
Romans, was much fooner prepar’d for Ruin, by tine 
unhappy Diwifions and Diffentions among themfelyes . 
which was alfo an awful Judgment of God’ upon theny, 
As it is the Health and Security of the Body natupat, 
when every part performs its Proper Office 5 (0 it is of 
Bodies politick, Civil, Ecclefiattical or Military 5 when 
‘every one undetftands and. keeps within the Limits of 
his own Sphere-and Station. When 4 Spirit of Love 
and good agreement runs through the whole : 


1 rou, this is the 
Boud of perfecinefs in all Societies ; the contra v3 
“ene. and. Strife, -brings on Confufion and 


ry, Envy- 
Work. . Oe 
Now. ‘when thefe fevéral paris of Martial Wifdom 


nccted, will it not be readily acknowledged, 
éhat this Wifdom. hath the preference to weapons of 


War themfelyes?—— For tg what. purpofe are they, 
if 


Pe 


* Plands and Hearts. 
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iveftion 2——— "Yea they aré evit 

Eno ce coe em oe which they are improved 
and mnie fy ecocs finful and unwarrantable. Or 

ee copdicGantand with kaa 
if they are taken up ona good. > aNd 1 
aa : underftood and frilfully hans 
ble Views, if they are not. wzgerftove ah Naa 
ved, of how little benefit?—or if Martial Men and 
die “qi d adapted to particular 
‘Arms ate not qwifely chofen an E pe Ii 
a ‘ons and. Emergencies, or according to the Qua : 
Oscafis d Circumftances of the Enemies engaged againft 2 
wes att Martial Governments Difeipline and. Order be BS 
—or i aerte and maintained, or but little regarded, 
; rue y nder Authority, is there any Soe great * 
y pe : to be effected? If Arms are fn npponted 
good lik 7 d Right, if they are not Lae ate 
by Tue Courage and, Magnavinity, certainly, Dif. 
Sedatent/s “Loffes and Sorrows are to © e ee 7 es 
ae Vistory and Succes. And ie ong Sallye thett 
fea a in Men of that Order, 38 BO Ler their 
indulge ae have a natural tendency to 
Character, ; 


ands ord and Mutiny, Falfoood and. Treachery 
Ke 4 


bes 
st ates iftead ofthe happy Bons of E70, bro 
ou. i : 


: , how will Arms ever 
therly. Agree i be rendred fruitlefs. and 
ne well- 2 


: a? j concilium 
. fo ftrong an Parva funt foris Arma, a ear 


s ificant ; 
infignifi : 
Domi. Cicero- onfider the preference and excellency of 
2. a " ac a religious or divine Charafter. Here 
unde 


Wifes» difcourfe as the Subject would admit, but 

J may ® , ; 
riely fifts in the Knowledge of God in 

: a ee oh hath revealed himfelf to us in the 
o/s pri’ 


Goes in 3 
and ne governs the choice and affettions of the Soul: 
acco 


Such as have this Wifdom tho? they have the gn 
s b : ays the 
valuable Knowledge, yet they have not alway s 
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‘lhtgelt natural Underfanding, nor the pieateft Stock of 
Adeas treafur’d up'in their’ Minds. They ray’ be very 
deftitute of ‘civil’Policy; and be-deficient in maily points 
of humane Prudence: “But théy have’ ftich apprehénfi- 
ons of the Divine Perfettions, of the Glory of Godin 
athe Face of Fefus Chrifty as that they unfeignedly em- 
brace Him as their Portion and’ everlafting Happinefi. 
They? devote themfelves to Him,’and make ittheir prin- 
Gipal Care ‘to obey:and'pledfe-Him, as moft worthy of 
the higheft. Honour from. all the’ principles of Fuftice; 
Love and Gratitude.’ ‘And ‘it’is their prevailing Con. 
cern and ‘Defire, as their’ higheft’ good; that ‘they ‘tha 
have fuch a clears Knowledge ‘of God as’ fhall perfeét 
their Natures and: make’them conformable to ‘hig moral 
Excellencies, that theymay be for ever with Chrift and 
behold his Glory}: * > i WANA, 
’_ This is the ‘beginning’ of ‘Wifdom, (thé chiefen wr 
dom) when Men Tena etd fear Ga Saha Zit PA 


unto Him. This Knowledge'of the Holy is thaiy Uniden ; 


Standing. This is the Wifdom of the higheft Intelligen.. 


wes, and this is their Glory ;— the’ Glory of the higher 


Seraphs, that ‘they know. and reverence and-love the 
moft perfect Being, the Author’ of their Beings, and of 
all Good. Fade Y 
This is’ the fuperiour Wifdom and Excelle 
Man, in every Character and Station, and gives the 
precedency to them that have it: ° It gives an Ornament 
6f Grace to their Head, and a Crown of Glory’ doth it 
tg them, Be ihe. 
But here I fhall a little apply it to Men as 
Military’ Charaéter, and shew thé Advantages oF “to 
shem :. For the Bufinef§ and ‘Life of a Soldier fhould not 
be thought inconfittent with this Wifdom, vo move (han 
any other lawful Employment ‘and Bufinefs of Life, 
The better Chriftians Men ‘are, or the more they at 
acquainted and enrich’d with this divine V\ (ot 


things being‘equal) the better they are ii ¢ 


cy of 


“a Gi SF _ | - Py tr 
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and ‘Employment of Life: the better jurni/bed to a. due 


deportment in all Capacities, Relations and Conditions. 
1 particularly, alt ! 
gel Honou, of Men in Military Life.. ‘* They are 
the only fit Men to be'Commanders who_have learnt to 
‘their God”. Winn . 
OS wifdom will dire and fix their Views; that 
the fupream End of their Preparations and Military 
Labours and Atchievements, be what ought to, be the 
Chriftians governing Defign in all the weighty: Concerns 
of Life, the Glory of God, andthe good of their Fellow- 
Chriftians, as concerned. herein the Defence and Se- 
cutity of their Religion, Liberties and Eftates.——In 
the Name of the Lord they will fet up their Banners. 
(Pfal. 20. 5.) This Wildom gives them the beft Rules 
of their Aétions, and will guard them againft all Lrves 
gularities and Vices, innumerable Mifchrefs and Dangers. 


This will direct their dependence, where they may © 


truft and not be afraid: even in the Lord of Ho/fts, the 
God of Armiés. “While fome truft in Horfes and fome 
in Chariots, they will remember the Name of the Lord 
their God. Thus they are led to the Captain of 
our Salvation, whofe Name is, King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lordy . vin beg : , 
What Courage, Fortitude and prefence of Mind will 
this give his Followers, his Soldiers, when engag’d in 
his Caufe, ,and affiu’d. of his -Prefence, who aloe can 
win the Field in the defpite of all Oppofition? or whe 
can. fave -by few 
one chafe a thoufand, and tao put ten, thoufand. to flights 
as in the Initance of Foxathan' and his Armour-bearer. 
__ This Wifdom will give them:the deft Support under 
prefent Exigencies and greateft Difficulties. The Name 


of the Lord isa firong Tower, ewherennto they may tu 


gud be fafe, {Prov. 18.10.) (or be fet. aloft) They who 
are wile, kvow his Nome and wil) put their s/t ig 7 
wbhey are the Men who are prepar'd for the rmoft dificult 


n fe 


it is the beft Qualification and the ~ 


; Lae 
as well as by many ; who can make 


See 
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Encounters, ‘and to run the greateft hazards, who have 


fecur’d their preate/t Intereft, and being fo wife as td 
become interefted in the mighty Saviour, who hath over. 
come Death, and whofe Love; néither Life nor Death 
nor any-Creature, can feperate them from : ‘who'can by. 
Faith, according to his Word, ‘look beyond Death toa 
‘glorious Inheritance, - incorruptible, undefiled, referved 
in thé;Heayens for ‘them. ‘If the’ Men of the Sword 
Swill undergo ther greateft- hazards, toils and. miferies 
S for temporal Fame and Glory’, what will not the ‘bée~ 
heving-view and profpect of immortal Life and Glory 
Prompt them ‘to ? fo-that'the truly’ wife are: prepar’d to 
Bethe beft Soldiers, the moft renowned Watrioats, and’ 
Perfons of the greateft Bravery in'the World. Others 
of an atheiptical Spirit may. ‘under a ftrange fenfelefgsnefg 
and ‘flupefacion run fearlefs upon’ the Edge of tbe 
Sword fometimes 3 but they have not a true greaine/t of 

vie But the Righteous ave bold as a Lyon, (Prov, 


28.51.) — and fach have alfo the beft affurance of the - 


Powerful prefence of the Supream ‘Lord, who ‘giveth 
vation to his People, and covereth their Heads in the 

*Y of Battle For thou Lord wilt ble/s the Righteous, 
Pe Favour ail thou ‘encompafs him’, as’ with a Shield, 
5. ult: . ‘ x & 148 r ras. J 


skit 1. Imight have énfer'd, that to acquire “Military 


Wildom, will require fedate Thoughts and ap-- 


plication of Min 


22-That the id Chrifti, teris paribus) will make 
So eerie aa Ne 


——— 


fe) Pe this Wifdom, Perfons thould humbly Seek ik 


ion, “isthe Fountain of all Knowledge and 
init ongyatah moral or Divine. ———But I fhall 
me, viz, 

That Martial. shi g 
vour’d after by: a: Peop 
and. encoutaged ‘by. Ail, 
Defence aud Safety, 


le:expos’d to'Wars; and affitted * 
olen hy 


2 


is, and apply it to the Purpofes before, 
nd Wifdom Should be eidea- : 


who are concern’d for their 


Daca 


pihavaunen re 
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"This Land has always from the beginning of. our 
“Settlement, among,a barbarous Heathen, been expos’d'to 
Wars. We have rarely long together had ret from its 
Very great hath, been..the, Expence of Blood and Trea 
fire by it: and how, many, the Lofes, Diftreffes and 
Sorrows, the miferable Captivities and Deaths, that have: 
Been {uffer'd by it? efpecially by: fuch as‘dwelt in our 
exposd Frontiers! in thes seen of. which, our 
ftill be humbled'in us! ’ a 
ae through, the Smiles.of Divine Providence 
upon the, wile Countels of the Brith Goveriiment, a, 
seneral War among, the Nations of Evrape, which we 
Rad the threatning Profpeét of, hath been prevented, — 
and through the fame,Mercy of the moft High, the” 
Lore of Hofs powerlully -fpiriting and fucceeding the, 
Courage, Hardinefs. and never-to-be-forgotten Bravery 
of fome of our Martial Men. Travailing and -Jeopards 
ing their. Lives. in, the howling Wildernefs, to the-An-- 
noyance and Deftruétion of many of the: Enemy ; and. 
by. the Care of the Government fince, in their prudent 
Treaties .and Negociations with our late troublefome 
Neighbours, we enjoy at: this Day (in the-midft of 
other Affiistions) a happy Tranquility —— Yet we have 
little: Reafon to be fecure, {0 long as the expected Peace 
fo flowly. comes to a: Conclufion: But efpecially. fo 
long ‘as the Iniquities of the Land are fo many, and 
greatly increafing! And-as God left of the Nasions of 
Canaan to prove Tfrael; who were often as Thorns in 
their Sides and. pricks in thei Eyes, fo has he dealt with 
us. The Canaanites are ftill in the Land, and little > 
Profpeét alas! of the Coverfiori of them to the’ Faith 
and Obedience of the Gofpel. . Notwithftanding ome? 
Endeavours have been us’d, which if it might pe shap- 
pily effected, would be our beft Security. as to’ thei, 
And therefore. I humbly conceive, js by: afl’ means, 
greatly to be endeayoured and more. thoroughly par 
ned, from a Regard to our own Interefts, as weil 8s 
Dea Gharigy 


a 


| 
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Choriiy to their Souls. Thanks be to God. for’ any 
SHcve/s ih this good Work in our We/tern Borders*; and 


may the Lord greatly profper it in MZercytovthem, and. . 
. to his People. ers Pea ace 

~ But according to thé prefent State of things, it muft ~ 
_ certainly bélookt upon a point of Wildom in this Peo-: 


ple to cherifh and cultivate a Martial Spirit and Genius, 
and froma wife precaution to make all fuiitable Prepa~ 
Fations, if a dark Day of Wat fhould come on. 

“And fince Vhave the Opportiinity to fpealk ‘in the 
Prefence’ of His Excellency ‘our Commander in Chief, 
and many’ of our Civil Rule?s,—I would, with humble 
Deference, inereat them ‘to take into Confideration the 
defeicelel? State of this Country, and that it will be very 
impolitick in us to be like the Men of Lai/h unconcern’d 
and fecure; when as liable to unexpected Deftruétion, 
‘and muck further from our Zidon, whence we might 
expect fome Relief, 8 
~ Te is Obftyable, that the moft polite Nations have 
Cncotiragell the Military Art, and hereby have laid the 
Foundatioa tor their Security, growing Wealth and Ho- 


nour. Byd it has been long fince obferv’d by a vene. ” 


{rable Petfen +, on a like Occafion, “ That the Glory 
“of thotk Kingdoms hath cbb’d or flow’d with this 
6c Skil”, : : ‘i 3 
~ “Te isto'the honour of bis Government, that they early 


eneourae’d'a Martial Spirit and Military Exercifes; and ~ 


Particularly’in what relates to the Ancient and Honoura- 
Ri Aviillers Compaity, as alfo in the Laws which have been 
Made relating’ to Military Affairs: and by’ Donations 
aad Rewards larely, unto many Per/ors, or their Heirs 
and legal Reprefentatives of fuch who have in this way 
ferv’d their Country, fome to the baxard, and others ta 


the Lif of thee Lives : But might ‘not’ more be’ done, 
either by /lretigtbening the Hands ‘of Ojficers, ox for the 
. ; Ens 

a a ee ae 


* At Houtavounock. t Mr Peniberson's. fertil. Ser p. 222 


Lhy Tinies. 
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ae eit of a Military Spirit * and Exercifes 2. 
Be for he increafe-of. Zvaining-Days, -but that they 
may be-more: feafonably and diligently attended and 
ébferved, to the attaining of the good petaes of them, 
nd. efpecially by- preventing, their degenerating into 
nena cet tes Licentiouinels and Diforders, to 
The increafe, of the Guilt of this Land! too many in- 
‘dulging themfelyes. in» fach Luts, aj war again the 
Soul! ih Nast o nei 
eT hc? che Favour.of God, many of the: Sons of, New- 
Pee aa capable of making. good; Soldiers, from 
ein Ingenuity, RS prightlinefs, natural.Courage, Strength 
and Aéavity who by a good Government and Difcipling 
ight. be forma and accomplith’d for fingular Service. 
aed a good Soldiery to this Land of wwall’d-Villages,: 


how neceflary for our Defence ?. This. would be more. ° 


sity-than.the Mines of Mexico.and Pery.,.Mar- 

bai Cink ad pane difcovers a brave:manly Spirit, 
and when it is the Charatter ofa People it reflects 
Honour, upon them, recommends -them to the"Efteem 
of.others, and. befpeaks Allignce and Friendfhip with 

them; as well as gives dread to Gifaffelted Neighbours. 
It-is the gfacious Promifeof God to his People, (Ifa. 
33. 6.) Wifdom and Knowledge fhall. be..the Stability of 
Martial Wifdom is here to be reckon’d, as 
Well as Civil, Commercial, 8c. This point of Wit 
dom ‘we might learn ;from.a-neighbouring Power to 
Great Britain and to.us,.ia Times of Peace, to be pre- 
paring for War, by building and ftrengthning of Gay- 
rifons, farnifhing them, with, all manner of. warlike 
Stores: that when the unhappy Scene comes on, they 


may 


eel 


# Here if Lmight be allow'd to hint,—-That fuch Soldiers as 


. Were obfequious, and by their application, became obferva- 


_ Bly dewtrous and skilful thould ‘have fome particular Marks 


of Refpect put upon them, or have fome Immunities ot 
Privitedges, or atthe difcretion of the Officer, be excusa 
froma comfant arrendance, Esc. : 


> 


._ — 
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may not have the Difficulty and Charge of thefe Things 
to grapple with, befides the flanding Burden of their 
Alarms, ‘Watchings, Marches and aétual Engage- 
ments. ’ 
I crave'feave to offer this one Thing, That fince the 
laudable Projeftion of fettling a Line of Towns on our 
Frontiers, in as defenfible a manner as may be, is fo far 
come into; as that a Number of Towns have been granted 
with this view ;—that the fame may not be left only to 
the Care and feeble Attempts of the Grantees ; but may 
be directed and very much encouraged * and ‘affifted’ ‘by 
the Government; that in Cafe of a-War with the French 
or Heathen Salvages, thefe may prove a Barrier’ and 
Defence to the eatter’d Plantatigns and Villages which 
i¢ expos’d to be an eafy Prey to little Bands of mercilefs 
Robbers and Plunderers, 


Our: Captain General, who is at the Head of our 
Militia, 


> under our rightful Sovereign King Grorce, 
om his:natural and paternal Concern for the Land of 
bis Nativity, hath feveral Times recommended the re- 
Palring and ftrengthning the Forts and Garrifons of this 
Tovince. But how little hath been’ done, except of 
Ate tn our Principal Fortrefs?—— We truft it is His 
Excellency's Care, from fuch a Spirit and Principle,’ to 
put the chief commanding Offices into the Hands of fuch 
2S may fill and adorn their Station, as well as to recom- 
Mend it to the Field-Officers (as 1 am well informed) to 
up the Pofs under their Care, with known vertuous, 
he eccomplifo'd Men.— Such will have it to anfwer 
Or, who: may recommend Men out of private Intereft, 
Malifearye settion, -without a due regard to good 


OW to apply this Inference to Men of the Military= 
Order. it is much to be defired that the /everal 


Officers, according to the Truft repas'd in them, would 


labour to excel i 

themlelves to communicate them to thofe- under oe 
1em to. the i 

are 


n Martial Accomplifemenis, and lay out’ 
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Yommand,..and.to uphold good Order and’ 
pend fone to be exemplarily fober and vertuous; 
and as much as poffible reftram and prevent all manner 
of Vices and Exorbitancies. . ii. 

And may. the Soldiers yield a ready Obedience and 
have a laudable Ambition to be furnithed with fuch 
‘Skill and Diferetion as may render them fervicable, if 
Divine Providence fhould call.them to aera Engage 
ments ; not neglecting, or thro’ Sloth and In nfietcnee 
eluding the Defign of their publick Beet ovee i t isa 
Shame to fee that fome who for many eee ave os 
tended their Jraivings, yet are fo. un owing ins 
inexpert, that when for the time they mig t aye ee 
Teachers of others; yet-nced to be taught the ff fe di 
ments-of this commendable Art. Bsa ah 

“Tr is an unhappy Di/advantage to.a People, when 


Men a little above the ordinary Rank, as to Breeding, _ 


i Military Skill and 

; Eftates, are difpofed to flight the-Military Skill 
Boece when F becomes: an unfafbionable Thing to 
give their attendance.on-fuch Occafions ; ‘as if it were 2 


‘difhonour to them toappear in the Field, or it were their 


ft to pay. their /mall: Finds ——— How may an 
ae Hoag by i prévailing, of this Temper, be 


depriv’d of the Service of fome:of the: beft natural ‘Ca- ° 


pacity and Strength, when. its greateft Exigencies call 
for them? 9... - Flaten we 

Indeed when Martial Weapons are neglected, it is 
an Evidence that a People are growing Very fecure, or 
mean and low fpirited, fervile and readily fubje& to 


thofe who may: be difpos’d:to invade or infult them : As_ 


it was with Trael, when:they had forfaken the Lord and 
Served other Gods. Among Forty ‘Thoufand of thera 


there, was NOt a Shield or Spear to be fen, “till a Womait 


Yofe and judged them: (Judy. 5: 8.) 


aH 
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ad Pridence, and voluntarily’ without being prefed 


into it; would take the Oath (Sacramentum militare) of - 


the Roman Soldiers, pro aris € focis certare*. 

It is therefore to be defired that this Spirit were 
cherifh’d, and more:appearing and ating in this leading 
Town, and fo in all parts of the Land, that ic may be- 
come fafhionable and reputable. 1 Examples have 
prevail’d to give a fort of Reputation to fome Evil 
Prattices. It is pity that Vertue and fome w/eful and’ 
laudable Exercifes and Accomplifhments, fhould ‘not find 
as many Patrons, and of all Rawks of Men to encou- 
tage them. 

“Now to apply my {elf to the Gentlemen of the 
Honourable Artillery Company in this place. 

It is at your Requeft, Gentlemen, that I ftand in this 
Dee at this Time, however unequal to the Service ex-, 
pected from me: As I have (I truft) an honeft intention 
to ferve you, both in your Military and Chriftian Ca- 
pacity, I hope for your Candour and good Reception 
of what I have: offered. Your Calling you fee, is 
Watranted frorn the. Word of God, and what are the 
Sencrous and pious Views that muft act and‘govern you 
WM your Martial Exercifés, that you may be accom- 
plifh’d to frye God and your Country, if call’d there- 
unto-in the hazardous Enterprizes of War. ; 

Ttake it to be a part of the good Defign of this 
Honourable Company, to fet:a good Example by their 
attendance on thefe Exercifes, as not unworthy of Men 
of Eftates or ‘Charaiter and Education, with this noble 
and generous View that they may: be better capacitated 
£0 Jetve in the Defence of their Country, their Liber- 


hes, Eftates, Lives, Religion, and all that is dear to 


them.-—~.May this Honourable Company. prove a 
happy and growing Seminary of good Soldiers, not 
only of this Town, but from all parts of this Land, and 


Seeman 


ed 


———— 


* Godwin's Rom, Antiq. Pp. 23+ 
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by ‘their Example’ revive: the: Military Skill-and"Ge- 


— hen you confider your ancient Charter 
(now entring, I think, into the Aundredth Year) and 


_nlus.-——— 


"the prudent Defign of our, Forefatherss: you will bye 


confcionable attendance on all -proper means endeavour 
to be furnifh’d with, Military . Skill and Wifdom, and 
excel therein. . y : a ie a erg 

It is Underftanding. and Wifdom. that gives Man 
advantage. over -the Bruits, otherwife he would: foon, 
Joofe his Dominion. : . And -W7/dom-according to the De- 
crees of it gives Men advantage one over another, and 
particularly in Military Enterprizes. ee 

And you will always remember that you are Chrifian 
Soldiers, and that not only the: Principles of State-Policy 
and moral Prudence muft be confulted, but efpecially 
the grand Principles of Chriftian Wifdom. Moral 
Prudence is always reckon’d among, the’ Cardinal Ver- 
ques but Chriftian Wifdom is the firft excellency and 
fhining Glory, of a Man in every Capacity and Station, 
This will be-profitable to direct you.— You are fenfible 
who -is. the Source and Fountain of all Wifdom, and 


that you need Direéfion from the Sacred Scriptures, 


‘which.are defign’d to make Men wife. Your Senfe of 
thefe Things is.the Reafon, we conclude, why you 
defire your Axniverfary molt publick “Appearence, 
fhould be thus attended, that it may be fanétified by the 
Word of God and Prayer,— that you may be more 
furnifh’d and difpos’d to approve your felves Chriftian 
“Soldiers. And if this Wifdom enter into your Heart, and 
as pleafant to your Soul,—Diferetion foall preferve JO, 
Underftanding Soall keep you, (Prov. 2. 10, 1 1,)—This 
will be on all Occafions, ‘your Strength and Safety, your 
Ornament and Glory, To fee a Soldier did in his 


goodly Attire and rich Hiabiliments,-attraéts the Eyes, 


and pleafes ‘the Imagination of Spectator 

ane : : Spectators, But furely 
this ae f the goodlier Ornament, this is the 
Righteouinels of the pater The Soldiers that fallow 


< the 


A eh 


a wr ye ie "Tis x ee. ee ee) ee i. | v7 
ue pee: “y 
‘, . ; “ 8€ Wee ‘ 
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be Lamb thould be cloath’d with this fine Linnen wntea 


and-clean. Thus they will be alfo furnifh’d from. the 


Divine Armoury, for every Grace attends this Heaven! 
Wifdom. This is indeed a lovely i 


_ 
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nifh’d with the beft of Knowledge and fpiritual Wit 
dom. This-will be our Defence againtt Sin and Tempta- 
tion, as it. will fhew us the evil and mifchief of Sin, 


Sight! The Hol: x d This will 
Angels wi i eo the excellency and benefit of Obedience. is W. 
ra Be b a be pleas’d to behold fuch, and will be ‘. help us to regulate our diforderly Paffions, to fubdue our 
indfiting Spirits to fach here on-Farth, and gladly )_—-“Lgfts and walk circumpeétly (exaélly) in every Relation 
guard their Heaven-bori Souls whether departing in Wie 4 c ae : uinfpettly (exabily) in eee 
or Peace, and convey them through the Regions of th and Condition 5 as it leads us to the {piritua i Ys 
H Prince of Darknefi, unhurt untouchdl: “aitds will bi |. the Word of God, and efpecially as 1 leads us to Chrift, 
H you their Companions amoneft the bright and Eescenip and to derive Strength from Him who is frronger os 
i Aloft. And you thall come again with them in oa { the ftrong Man armed, and who has overcome the World, 
| Great Day, (which the Church-T) riumphant as well = and bid us therefore xot to fear. This will teach us to 
Militant waits for !) the Day of that Grand Mafter aE fet his Example before us, and to keep in our View the 
all the Celefial Armies, when the’ famine Gharins a i Strongeft Motives and Arguments to all Duty, the: 
the Great King will be Ten Thoufand times Ten Th } Glory and Honour of Him under whofe Banner we are’ 
O h abe | onlted ood the blififul Rewards of Parana oe 
Who will not with themfelves of that and Holinefs, and the fulugé of Jo's which are in bis 
Bie under the Conduét and Proteétion of ; ees Prefence for ever. fi | 
es * Salvation? when the Arch-Angel thall foie the YC Bb Sn us then labour earneftly after this Wifdom, 
be ba all the World, and his mighty Voice thal] eid Jeeking to the bleffed Author of it in the diligent 
the Dement combsand inthe-ereat Deeps, and improvement of all appointed Means, and grow ‘and 
rte fhall come forth, the glorious Army of Mari increafe therein; we may then expeét the gracious Con- 
in Ries all that in Faith have laid down their ire duct of the Glorious Head of the Church, the ‘Leader 
Siricing aaa nd who have refited unto Blood and Commander of bis People, and that we Mhall be car- 
Saint Sin. nd t fh “ 2 ried throu : d ; ae. 
rayed,— there ey fhall re the ae glor loully ay- be oe ee Difficulties of our prefent ppities at 
the Crown of Glory, which the Rist rona triumphalis) ci aad uquerers through Him who hath love 
Jaid up, not for that Chriftian he nteous Judge hath +1 Proniife of hi ay depend upon that great and furprizing 
Apoftle Paul, but for ai] ‘ao boy only, "the great will I grant 2 ae: 3+ 21. Io him that overcomellp 
Light, and finifhed well their Cony ave fought the good I alfo ‘overcame own with me on my Throne, even as 
It is furely the beft Wifdom to va ( R Tim. 4. 7, 8.) bis Throne. ees am fet down with my Father op - 
a talce the Courfe that leads tchihiereey sl N f Pee Maar ae See orgy oe 
rc) bE os This is what concerns us all Dail Ripe — F = % eos : 
aah 0 Py the Sacred Oracles frequently mont | c raf : aa: 
as Soldiers, w é > fr s fy 
‘aul re ee aD have our fpiritual warfare. to | eae miata rote ie Sik TA, oe a ge 
accompiHin. nere We are direéted to put on the Ay. ic} Med eCorea theifollowin nee, Se, the Reader fe det hed SY 
wour of Light, (Rom. 13, yo, ) i-e.to be well far- P| ba © Page 8. ieee aap east anes Pea ff : sna a 
i Ss Pe baie fate i 155, T- Per - 
, a ithe eee sone: Rte, ah actual r, Critical. 1.24. r. licet. p. 15. 
ae ‘ < i 4 525+ Te Be 19). 5, (Fic cet. p 
s a ee: Bee: poe eS 1, Mufter. 1, zi, fom an cee 
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